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South Australia Museum and Library by Iris L Major (Adelaide: 2016). Terms are listed hierarchically as presented in the thesaurus.  

 

 

 

Iris L Major 

August, 2016 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  



POINT OF THE STAR 

TECHNIQUES 

Styles of Embroidery 

LIBRARY CLASSIFICATIONS 
WITH 

SUBJECT HEADINGS 

LIBRARY 
SUBJECT HEADINGS 

[Broad Terms (BT) to Narrow 
Terms (NT)] 

MUSEUM 
“TECHNIQUE” CLASSIFICATIONS 

[Broad Terms (BT) to Narrow 
Terms (NT)] 

NON PREFERRED TERMS 
[Researchers are referred from these 
terms to those listed in the Library and 

Museum columns]  

 

3 
 

CANVAS STITCHES 

LEVEL 1 F Canvas Work Canvas Work Canvas Work Canvas Embroidery 
Cross Stitch on Canvas 
Needlepoint 
Tapestry 
Woollies 
Woolwork 

Straight Stitches Ab Stitches 
 

Stitches 
Flat Stitches 
Straight Stitch 

Stitches 
Flat Stitches 
Straight Stitch 

 

Florentine (Bargello)  Fc Florentine Work Canvas Work 
Florentine Work 

Canvas Work 
Florentine Work 

Bargello 
Flame Stitch 
Hungarian Point 
Irish Stitch 

Norweave Fe Norweave Embroidery Canvas Work 
Norweave Embroidery 

Canvas Work 
Norweave Embroidery 

Akle 

Satin Stitch Ab Stitches Stitches 
Flat Stitches 
Satin Stitch 

Stitches 
Flat Stitches 
Satin Stitch 

 

Crossed Stitches Ab Stitches Stitches 
Crossed Stitches 

Stitches 
Crossed Stitches 

 

Tent Stitch work 
including petit point 

Ab Stitches Stitches 
Flat Stitches 
Tent Stitch 

Stitches 
Flat Stitches 
Tent Stitch 

Basketweave Stitch 
Canvas Stitch 
Continental Stitch 
Cushion Stitch 
Needlepoint Stitch 
Petit Point 

Cross Stitch on Canvas F Canvas Work Canvas Work Canvas Work Cross Stitch on Canvas 

D 
E 

Counted Thread Work 
Cross Stitch 

Counted Thread Work 
Cross Stitch 

Counted Thread Work 
Cross Stitch 

 

Ab Stitches Stitches 
Flat Stitches 
Cross Stitch 

Stitches 
Flat Stitches 
Cross Stitch 
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CANVAS STITCHES 

LEVEL 2      

4-way Bargello Fc Florentine Work Canvas Work 
Florentine Work 

Canvas Work 
Florentine Work 

Bargello 

Hungarian Point Fc Florentine Work Canvas Work 
Florentine Work 

Canvas Work 
Florentine Work 

Hungarian Point 

Flat Rug Techniques Jr Rug Work Rug Work 
Flat Rug Techniques 
Soumaks 

Rug Work 
Flat Rug Techniques, 
Soumaks 

 

Pile Rug Techniques Jr Rug Work Rug Work 
Pile Rug Techniques 
Ghiordes Knot 

Rug Work 
Pile Rug Techniques, 
Ghiordes Knot 

 

Tent Stitch Work   Stitches 
Flat Stitches 
Tent Stitch 

Stitches 
Flat Stitches 
Tent Stitch 

 

Contemporary Canvas 
Work 

F Canvas Work Canvas Work Canvas Work  

O Contemporary 
Embroidery 

Contemporary Embroidery Contemporary Embroidery 

Canvas Stitches with 
Surface Stitches 

C Surface Stitchery Surface Stitchery Surface Stitchery Free Stitchery 
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CANVAS STITCHES 

LEVEL 3      

Experimental Threads 
on Canvas 

O Contemporary 
Embroidery 

Contemporary Embroidery Contemporary Embroidery  

Bead Work on Canvas Fb Beaded Canvas Work Canvas Work 
Beaded Canvas Work 
Grisaille Beadwork 

Canvas Work 
Beaded Canvas Work 
Grisaille Beadwork 

 

Complex Stitches (Rice 
Stitch, Double Cross 
Stitch) 

Ab Stitches Stitches 
Crossed Stitches 
Rice Stitch 

Stitches 
Crossed Stitches 
Rice Stitch 

William and Mary Stitch 

Stitches 
Flat Stitches 
Cross Stitch 
Double Cross Stitch 

Stitches 
Flat Stitches 
Cross Stitch 
Double Cross Stitch 

Leviathan Stitch 
Smyrna Cross Stitch 
Smyrna Knot 
Star Stitch 

Counted Thread Work 
Diamant-som 

Counted Thread Work 
Diamant-som 

 

3 dimensional canvas 
work 

F Canvas Work Canvas Work Canvas Work  

Cr Raised Work Surface Stitchery 
Raised Work 
Dimensional Embroidery 

Surface Stitchery 
Raised Work 
Dimensional Embroidery 

 

LEVEL 4      

Rug techniques - 
advanced 

Jr Rug Work Rug Work Rug Work  

Mixed canvas 
techniques 

F Canvas Work Canvas Work Canvas Work  

O Mixed Media 
Embroidery 

Mixed Media Embroidery Mixed Media Embroidery 
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COUNTED STITCHES 

LEVEL 1 D Counted Thread Work Counted Thread Work Counted Thread Work  

Cross stitch - traditional E Cross Stitch Cross Stitch Cross Stitch  

Pattern darning Dp Pattern Darning Counted Thread Work 
Pattern Darning 

Counted Thread Work 
Pattern Darning 

 

Filet  Lc Net Embroidery Needlemade Lace 
Net Embroidery 
Lacis 
Filet  

Needlemade Lace 
Net Embroidery 
Lacis 
Filet  

Filet Guipure 
Filet Lace 
Filet Richelieu 
Guipure d’Art 
Guipure Lace 
Guipure Work 

Needlerun nets – 
counted straight 
stitches 

Lc 
 

Net Embroidery Needlemade Lace 
Net Embroidery 
Needlerun Net 

Needlemade Lace 
Net Embroidery 
Needlerun Net 

Darned Net 

Ab Stitches Stitches 
Flat Stitches 
Straight Stitch 

Stitches 
Flat Stitches 
Straight Stitch 

 

Swedish darning – 
huck-a-buck 

Dp Pattern Darning Counted Thread Work 
Pattern Darning 
Swedish Darning 

Counted Thread Work 
Pattern Darning 
Swedish Darning 

 

Counted Thread Work 
Pattern Darning 
Huckaback Darning 

Counted Thread Work 
Pattern Darning 
Huckaback Darning 

Huck Weaving 
Huck-a-buck Darning 
Huckaback Embroidery 

Counted (geometric) 
satin stitch - Perugino 

D Counted Thread Work Counted Thread Work 
Counted Satin Stitch 

Counted Thread Work 
Counted Satin Stitch 

 

Dx Perugino Embroidery Counted Thread Work 
Perugino Embroidery 

Counted Thread Work 
Perugino Embroidery 

Assisi embroidery Da Assisi Work Counted Thread Work 
Assisi Work 

Counted Thread Work 
Assisi Work 

 

Lagartera - simple Dk Lagartera Counted Thread Work 
Lagartera 

Counted Thread Work 
Lagartera 

Legatera 
Spanish Legatera 
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COUNTED STITCHES 

LEVEL 2      

Cross stitch - various E Cross Stitch Cross Stitch Cross Stitch  

Ethnic embroidery - 
counted 

R Ethnic Embroidery Ethnic Embroidery 
[Look for terms followed by 

country sub-headings] 

Ethnic Embroidery 
 
[Look for objects by country] 

 

Needlerun Net - 
Limerick 

Lc Net Embroidery Needlemade Lace 
Net Embroidery 
Needlerun Net 
Limerick Lace 

Needlemade Lace 
Net Embroidery 
Needlerun Net 
Limerick Lace 

Embroidered Net 
Lace Net Embroidery 
Net Lace 
Tulle Embroidery 

Sorbello knot 
embroidery 

Ab Stitches 
 

Stitches 
Knotted Stitches 
Sorbello Knot 

Stitches 
Knotted Stitches 
Sorbello Knot 

 

D Counted Thread Work Counted Thread Work 
Sorbello Knot Embroidery 

Counted Thread Work 
Sorbello Knot Embroidery 

Blackwork - introduction Db Blackwork Counted Thread Work 
Blackwork 

Counted Thread Work 
Blackwork  

 

Colbert embroidery Dd Colbert Embroidery Counted Thread Work 
Colbert Embroidery 

Counted Thread Work 
Colbert Embroidery 
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COUNTED STITCHES 

LEVEL 3      

Russian cross stitch – 
with metal thread work 

D Counted Thread Work Counted Thread Work 
Russian Cross Stitch 

Counted Thread Work 
Russian Cross Stitch 

 

Lagatera embroidery – 
with drawn thread work 

Dk Lagartera Counted Thread Work 
Lagartera 

Counted Thread Work 
Lagartera 

 

Bb Drawn Thread Work Drawn Thread Work Drawn Thread Work Cut and Drawn Work 
Drawn-work 
Openwork 
Pulled Thread Work 
Punto Tirato 

Crossed stitches - 
complex 

Ab Stitches Stitches 
Crossed Stitches 

Stitches 
Crossed Stitches 

 

Ethnic embroidery      

 

LEVEL 4      

Ethnic embroidery - 
complex 

     

Blackwork - advanced      
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LACE STITCHES 

LEVEL 1      

Needle lace      

Needle lace edges - 
simple 

La Needle Lace Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Needle Lace 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Needle Lace 

Needlelace 
Needlepoint Lace 
Point Lace 

Buttonhole stitch and 
variations 

Ab Stitches Stitches 
Looped Stitches 
Buttonhole Stitch 

Stitches 
Looped Stitches 
Buttonhole Stitch 

 

Any braid or tape lace – 
machine-made braid 

Ce Braid Embroidery Surface Stitchery 
Braid Embroidery 

Surface Stitchery 
Braid Embroidery 

 

Jh Braids Textiles 
Passementerie 
Braids 

Textiles 
Passementerie 
Braids 

 

Ll Braid Lace Lace 
Mixed Lace 
Braid Lace 

Lace 
Mixed Lace 
Braid Lace 

Tape Based Lace 

Lm Machine Made Lace Lace 
Machine Made Lace 

Lace 
Machine Made Lace 

 

Battenburg Lace, 
crochet braid 

Ll Braid Lace Lace  
Mixed Lace 
Braid Lace  
Battenburg Lace 

Lace 
Mixed Lace 
Braid Lace  
Battenburg Lace 

 

Jr Passementerie Textiles 
Passementerie 
Braids 

Textiles 
Passementerie 
Braids 

Rick-rack Braid 

Reticella – small simple 
motif 

Ba Cutwork Whitework 
Cutwork 
Reticella 

Whitework 
Cutwork 
Reticella 

Antique Cut Work 
Cutwork, Reticella 
Italian Cutwork 
Reticella Cut Work Bb Drawn Thread Work Whitework 

Drawn Thread Work 
Reticella 

Whitework 
Drawn Thread Work 
Reticella 
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LACE STITCHES 

LEVEL 1 cont.      

Hollie point – simple 
design 

La Needle Lace 
 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Needle Lace 
English Needle Lace 
Hollie Point 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Needle Lace 
English Needle Lace 
Hollie Point 

 

 
Knotted lace Lb Knotted Lace Lace 

Needlemade Lace 
Knotted Lace  
 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Knotted Lace  
 

Knot Stitch Lace 
Knotted Point 
Needle Knotted Lace 

Teneriffe lace – simple 
motif 

Ld Wheel Lace Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Wheel Lace  
Teneriffe Lace 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Wheel Lace  
Teneriffe Lace 

 

Armenian knotted lace Lb Knotted Lace Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Knotted Lace  
Armenian Lace 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Knotted Lace  
Armenian Lace 

Armenian Knotted Lace; 
Armenian Needle Lace  

Needlerun net Lc Net Embroidery Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Net Embroidery 
Needlerun Net 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Net Embroidery 
Needlerun Net 

Darned Net 
Embroidered Net 
Lace Net Embroidery 
Net Lace 
Tulle Embroidery 

Filet – machine made 
net 

Lc Net Embroidery Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Net Embroidery 
Lacis 
Filet 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Net Embroidery 
Lacis 
Filet 

Filet Guipure 
Filet Lace 
Filet Richelieu 
Guipure d’Art 
Guipure Lace 
Guipure Work 
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SUBJECT HEADINGS 
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LACE STITCHES 

LEVEL 1 cont.      

Limerick Lc Net Embroidery Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Net Embroidery 
Needlerun Net 
Limerick Lace 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Net Embroidery 
Needlerun Net 
Limerick Lace 

Embroidered Net 
Lace Net Embroidery 
Net Lace 
Tulle Embroidery 

 

LEVEL 2      

Needle lace      

Shell needle lace edge      

Alencon, Burano, Halas La Needle Lace Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Needle Lace 
French Needle Lace 
Alencon Lace 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Needle Lace 
French Needle Lace 
Alencon Lace 

Point d’Alencon 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Needle Lace 
Venetian Needle Lace 
Burano Lace 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Needle Lace 
Venetian Needle Lace 
Burano Lace 

 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Needle Lace 
Halas 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Needle Lace 
Halas 

 

Braid lace – buttonhole 
bars 

Ab Stitches Stitches 
Looped Stitches 
Buttonhole Stitch 
Buttonhole-bar Stitch 

Stitches 
Looped Stitches 
Buttonhole Stitch 
Buttonhole-bar Stitch 

 

Renaissance lace Ll Braid lace Lace 
Mixed Lace 
Braid Lace 
Renaissance Lace 

Lace 
Mixed Lace 
Braid Lace 
Renaissance Lace 

 



POINT OF THE STAR 

TECHNIQUES 

Styles of Embroidery 

LIBRARY CLASSIFICATIONS 
WITH 

SUBJECT HEADINGS 

LIBRARY 
SUBJECT HEADINGS 

[Broad Terms (BT) to Narrow 
Terms (NT)] 

MUSEUM 
“TECHNIQUE” CLASSIFICATIONS 

[Broad Terms (BT) to Narrow 
Terms (NT)] 

NON PREFERRED TERMS 
[Researchers are referred from these 
terms to those listed in the Library and 

Museum columns]  
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LACE STITCHES 

LEVEL 2 cont.      

Branscombe point Ll Braid lace Lace 
Mixed Lace 
Braid Lace 
Branscombe Point 

Lace 
Mixed Lace 
Braid Lace 
Branscombe Point 

 

Irish needle lace - 
Youghal 

La Needle Lace 
 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Needle Lace 
Irish Needle Lace 
Youghal Lace 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Needle Lace 
Irish Needle Lace 
Youghal Lace 

 

Needle lace picots - 
variations 

     

 

Knotted lace      

Point de France La Needle Lace Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Needle Lace 
French Needle Lace 
Point de France 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Needle Lace 
French Needle Lace 
Point de France 

 

Nanduti, Sol lace, 
Teneriffe 

Ld Wheel Lace Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Wheel Lace 
Nanduti 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Wheel Lace 
Nanduti 

 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Wheel Lace 
Sol Lace 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Wheel Lace 
Sol Lace 

Sun Lace 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Wheel Lace 
Teneriffe Lace 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Wheel Lace 
Teneriffe Lace 

 

Needlerun net      



POINT OF THE STAR 

TECHNIQUES 

Styles of Embroidery 

LIBRARY CLASSIFICATIONS 
WITH 

SUBJECT HEADINGS 

LIBRARY 
SUBJECT HEADINGS 

[Broad Terms (BT) to Narrow 
Terms (NT)] 

MUSEUM 
“TECHNIQUE” CLASSIFICATIONS 

[Broad Terms (BT) to Narrow 
Terms (NT)] 

NON PREFERRED TERMS 
[Researchers are referred from these 
terms to those listed in the Library and 

Museum columns]  
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LACE STITCHES 

LEVEL 2 cont.      

Tulle ground Lc Net Embroidery Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Net Embroidery 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Net Embroidery 

Tulle Embroidery 

Carrickmacross Lc Net Embroidery Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Net Embroidery 
Net Appliqué  
Muslin Appliqué 
Carrickmacross Appliqué 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Net Embroidery 
Net Appliqué  
Muslin Appliqué 
Carrickmacross Appliqué 

Appliqué Lace 

Filet – more complex 
stitches, designs 

     

Limerick - more 
complex stitches, 
designs  
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TECHNIQUES 

Styles of Embroidery 

LIBRARY CLASSIFICATIONS 
WITH 

SUBJECT HEADINGS 

LIBRARY 
SUBJECT HEADINGS 

[Broad Terms (BT) to Narrow 
Terms (NT)] 

MUSEUM 
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Museum columns]  
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LACE STITCHES 

LEVEL 3      

Needle lace      

Modern Hedebo Bm Hedebo Whitework 
Hedebo 

Whitework 
Hedebo 

White Embroidery 
Hedebosyning 

Venetian Plat La Needle Lace Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Needle Lace 
Venetian Needle Lace 
Venetian Plat 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Needle Lace 
Venetian Needle Lace 
Venetian Plat 

Point Plat Lace 

Point de Venise with 
padding 

La Needle Lace Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Needle Lace 
Venetian Needle Lace 
Point de Venise 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Needle Lace 
Venetian Needle Lace 
Point de Venise 

Venetian Lace 
Venetian Point 

Layered style – Point 
de Gaze, Brussels 

La Needle Lace Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Needle Lace 
Flemish Needle Lace 
Point de Gaze 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Needle Lace 
Flemish Needle Lace 
Point de Gaze 

 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Needle Lace 
Flemish Needle Lace 
Brussels Lace 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Needle Lace 
Flemish Needle Lace 
Brussels Lace 

 

Knotted lace      

Armenian lace - 
complex 

     

Needlerun net      

Filet – using handmade 
net 
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SUBJECT HEADINGS 
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Terms (NT)] 
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terms to those listed in the Library and 
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LACE STITCHES 

LEVEL 4      

Needle lace      

Reticella – further 
studies 

     

Any buttonhole lace – 
further studies 

     

Punto in Aria La Needle Lace Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Needle Lace 
Punto in Aria 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Needle Lace 
Punto in Aria 

 

 

Knotted lace      

Armenian – Bebilla 
edging 

Lb Knotted Lace Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Knotted Lace 
Bebilla 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Knotted Lace 
Bebilla 

 

Needlerun net      

Filet – further studies      
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LIBRARY CLASSIFICATIONS 
WITH 

SUBJECT HEADINGS 

LIBRARY 
SUBJECT HEADINGS 

[Broad Terms (BT) to Narrow 
Terms (NT)] 
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[Broad Terms (BT) to Narrow 
Terms (NT)] 
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[Researchers are referred from these 
terms to those listed in the Library and 

Museum columns]  
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SURFACE STITCHES 

LEVEL 1      

Basic stitch groups Ab Stitches Stitches Stitches  

C Surface Stitchery Surface Stitchery Surface Stitchery Free Stitchery 

Crewel embroidery - 
elementary 

Cb Crewel Work Surface Stitchery 
Crewel Work 

Surface Stitchery 
Crewel Work 

American Crewel Work 
Crewel Embroidery 
Crewelwork 
Jacobean Work 

Laid work - simple Ct Laid Work Surface Stitchery 
Laid Work 

Surface Stitchery 
Laid Work 

 

Shadow work Cy Shadow Work Surface Stitchery 
Shadow Work 

Surface Stitchery 
Shadow Work 

Shadow Embroidery 

Basic stitch 
development 

     

Satin stitch – including 
monograms 

Ab Stitches Stitches 
Flat Stitches 
Satin Stitch 

Stitches 
Flat Stitches 
Satin Stitch 

 

Kl Monograms Monograms Monograms  

Isolated filling stitches      

Feather stitch – Dorset 
feather work 

Cd Dorset Feather Work Surface Stitchery 
Dorset Feather Work 

Surface Stitchery 
Dorset Feather Work 

 

Ab Stitches Stitches 
Looped Stitches 
Feather Stitch 

Stitches 
Looped Stitches 
Feather Stitch 

 

  



POINT OF THE STAR 

TECHNIQUES 

Styles of Embroidery 

LIBRARY CLASSIFICATIONS 
WITH 

SUBJECT HEADINGS 

LIBRARY 
SUBJECT HEADINGS 

[Broad Terms (BT) to Narrow 
Terms (NT)] 
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“TECHNIQUE” CLASSIFICATIONS 

[Broad Terms (BT) to Narrow 
Terms (NT)] 

NON PREFERRED TERMS 
[Researchers are referred from these 
terms to those listed in the Library and 

Museum columns]  
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SURFACE STITCHES 

LEVEL 2      

Laid work – can use 
metal work 

Cm Metal Thread Embroidery Surface Stitchery 
Metal Thread Embroidery 

Surface Stitchery 
Metal Thread Embroidery 

 

Ethnic embroidery (not 
counted) - Swedish, 
Hungarian, etc 

R Ethnic Embroidery 
 

Ethnic Embroidery 
[Look also for this term followed 
by country sub-headings] 

Ethnic Embroidery 
[Look also for objects by 
country] 

 

Beading, bullion and 
sequin embroidery 

Cf Bead Embroidery Surface Stitchery 
Bead Embroidery 

Surface Stitchery 
Bead Embroidery 

Beading 
Sequin Embroidery 
Spangled Embroidery 

Cm Metal Thread Embroidery Surface Stitchery 
Metal Thread Embroidery 
Bullion Embroidery 

Surface Stitchery 
Metal Thread Embroidery 
Bullion Embroidery 

Bullion Work 

Crewel – including long 
and short stitch 

Ab Stitches Stitches 
Flat Stitches 
Long and Short Stitch 

Stitches 
Flat Stitches 
Long and Short Stitch 

 

Mountmellick Bn Mountmellick Whitework 
Mountmellick 

Whitework 
Mountmellick 

 

Chinese or Japanese 
silk work 

Cs Silk Embroidery Surface Stitchery 
Silk Embroidery 
Chinese Silk Embroidery 

Surface Stitchery 
Silk Embroidery 
Chinese Silk Embroidery 

 

Cs Silk Embroidery Surface Stitchery 
Silk Embroidery 
Japanese Silk Embroidery 

Surface Stitchery 
Silk Embroidery 
Japanese Silk Embroidery 
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TECHNIQUES 
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SURFACE STITCHES 

LEVEL 3      

Metal thread 
embroidery – couching, 
laid, raised work 

Ct Couching Surface Stitchery 
Couching 

Surface Stitchery 
Couching 

 

Cr Raised Work Surface Stitchery 
Raised Work 

Surface Stitchery 
Raised Work 

Embossed Work 
Embroidery on the Stamp 

Shisha work Ck Shisha Work Shisha Work Shisha Work Abhla Bharat 
Mirror Embroidery 
Mirror Work 
Shisha Mirror Embroidery 

Ethnic embroidery – 
further study 

     

Stump work Cr Raised Work Surface Stitchery 
Raised Work 
Stump Work 

Surface Stitchery 
Raised Work 
Stump Work 

Stumpwork 

Crewel embroidery – 
further study 

b     

 

LEVEL 4      

Crewel embroidery – 
further study 

     

Metal thread 
embroidery – mixed 
techniques, 
ecclesiastical 

G Ecclesiastical Embroidery Ecclesiastical Embroidery Ecclesiastical Embroidery Church Embroidery 

Ethnic embroidery      

  



POINT OF THE STAR 

TECHNIQUES 

Styles of Embroidery 

LIBRARY CLASSIFICATIONS 
WITH 

SUBJECT HEADINGS 

LIBRARY 
SUBJECT HEADINGS 

[Broad Terms (BT) to Narrow 
Terms (NT)] 
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[Broad Terms (BT) to Narrow 
Terms (NT)] 

NON PREFERRED TERMS 
[Researchers are referred from these 
terms to those listed in the Library and 

Museum columns]  
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FABRIC LAYERED 

LEVEL 1      

Quilting      

Wadded quilting Pa Quilting Quilting  
Wadded Quilting 

Quilting  
Wadded Quilting 

American Quilting 
Durham Quilting 
English Quilting 

Flat quilting – two 
layers 

Pa Quilting Quilting  
Flat Quilting 

Quilting  
Flat Quilting 

False Quilting 
Queen Anne Quilting 

Stuffed quilting - 
Trapunto 

Pa Stuffed Quilting Quilting  
Stuffed Quilting 
Trapunto Quilting 

Quilting  
Stuffed Quilting 
Trapunto Quilting 

 

 

Other      

Simple soft toys Jc Toys Textile Arts 
Toy Making 

Textile Arts 
Toy Making 

Soft Toy Making 

Embroidered boxes Jg Household Accessories Household Accessories 
Box Making 

Household Accessories 
Box Making 

 

Jg Household Accessories Household Accessories 
Boxes 
Ornamental Boxes 

Household Accessories 
Boxes 
Ornamental Boxes 

Sculptured items – 
stocking faces 

Pv Fabric Manipulated Fabric Manipulated 
Soft Sculpture 
Stocking Faces 

Fabric Manipulated 
Soft Sculpture 
Stocking Faces 
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LIBRARY CLASSIFICATIONS 
WITH 

SUBJECT HEADINGS 
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SUBJECT HEADINGS 

[Broad Terms (BT) to Narrow 
Terms (NT)] 
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[Broad Terms (BT) to Narrow 
Terms (NT)] 

NON PREFERRED TERMS 
[Researchers are referred from these 
terms to those listed in the Library and 

Museum columns]  
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FABRIC LAYERED 

LEVEL 2      

Quilting      

Tied quilting Pa Quilting Quilting 
Tied Quilting 

Quilting 
Tied Quilting 

 

Shadow quilting Pa Quilting Quilting 
Shadow Quilting 

Quilting 
Shadow Quilting 

 

Corded quilting - Italian Pa Quilting Quilting 
Corded Quilting 

Quilting 
Corded Quilting 

Cord Quilting 
Italian Quilting 

Ethnic quilting – 
Sashiko, Kantha 

Pa Quilting Quilting 
[Look also for this term followed 
by country sub-headings] 

Quilting 
[Look also for objects by 
country] 

 

Pa 
Rm 

Quilting 
Bangladesh 

Quilting 
Kantha Embroidery 

Quilting 
Kantha Embroidery 

Kantha Quilting 

Pa 
Ro 

Quilting 
Japan 

Quilting 
Sashiko 

Quilting 
Sashiko 

 

 

Other      

Sculptured items – soft 
toys 
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Museum columns]  
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FABRIC LAYERED 

LEVEL 3      

Quilting      

Garments Ib Wearable Art Clothing 
Wearable Art 

Costume Clothes 
Garments 

Pillow quilting      

Pictorial quilting Pa Quilting Quilting 
Pictorial Quilting 

Quilting 
Pictorial Quilting 

 

   Textiles 
Textile Panels 
Pictorial Quilts 

Arpilleras 
Fabric Pictures 

 

Other      

Multi layered reverse 
appliqué - Mola 

Pd Appliqué Appliqué 
Reverse Appliqué 

Appliqué 
Reverse Appliqué 

Decoupe 
 

Pf Appliqué 
 

Appliqué 
San Blas Appliqué  

Appliqué 
San Blas Appliqué 

Cuna Indian Embroidery 
Kuna Indian Embroidery 

   Costume Components 
Molas 

 

 

LEVEL 4      

Quilting      

Quilting combined with 
other techniques 

     

 

Other      

Further sculptural 
techniques – soft 
techniques 

     

  



POINT OF THE STAR 

TECHNIQUES 

Styles of Embroidery 

LIBRARY CLASSIFICATIONS 
WITH 

SUBJECT HEADINGS 

LIBRARY 
SUBJECT HEADINGS 

[Broad Terms (BT) to Narrow 
Terms (NT)] 

MUSEUM 
“TECHNIQUE” CLASSIFICATIONS 

[Broad Terms (BT) to Narrow 
Terms (NT)] 

NON PREFERRED TERMS 
[Researchers are referred from these 
terms to those listed in the Library and 

Museum columns]  
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FABRIC MANIPULATED 

LEVEL 1      

English smocking Pt Smocking Smocking  
English Smocking 

Smocking  
English Smocking 

 

Punch work Bp Punch Work Whitework 
Punch Work 

Whitework 
Punch Work 

Rhodes Work 

Tucking – decorative 
and/or machine work 

Pv Fabric Manipulated Fabric Manipulated 
 

Fabric Manipulated 
 

Fabric Manipulation 
Manipulated Fabric 

Machine smocking Pt Smocking Smocking  
Machine Smocking 

Smocking  
Machine Smocking 

 

Pulled fabric – edges 
and borders 

Bd Pulled Fabric Work Pulled Fabric Work Pulled Fabric Work Drawn Fabric Work 
Openwork 
Punto Tirato 

Danish pulled fabric      

  



POINT OF THE STAR 

TECHNIQUES 

Styles of Embroidery 

LIBRARY CLASSIFICATIONS 
WITH 

SUBJECT HEADINGS 

LIBRARY 
SUBJECT HEADINGS 

[Broad Terms (BT) to Narrow 
Terms (NT)] 

MUSEUM 
“TECHNIQUE” CLASSIFICATIONS 

[Broad Terms (BT) to Narrow 
Terms (NT)] 

NON PREFERRED TERMS 
[Researchers are referred from these 
terms to those listed in the Library and 

Museum columns]  
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FABRIC MANIPULATED 

LEVEL 2      

Folded star patchwork Pr Strip Patchwork Patchwork 
Strip Patchwork 
Folded Star Patchwork 

Patchwork 
Strip Patchwork 
Folded Star Patchwork 

 

Cathedral window 
patchwork 

Pk Pieced Patchwork Patchwork 
Pieced Patchwork 
Cathedral Window Patchwork 

Patchwork 
Pieced Patchwork 
Cathedral Window Patchwork 

 

Shirring - decorative Pt Smocking Smocking 
Pattern Shirring 

Smocking 
Pattern Shirring 

Italian Smocking 
Shirring (Decorative) 

Pulled work – 
decorative grounds - 
Finnish 

     

Pulled fabric stitches - 
various 

Ab Stitches Stitches Stitches  

Wired and manipulated 
fabric – sculptural 
techniques 

     

Pictorial smocking Pt Smocking Smocking 
Pictorial Smocking 

Smocking 
Pictorial Smocking 
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TECHNIQUES 

Styles of Embroidery 

LIBRARY CLASSIFICATIONS 
WITH 

SUBJECT HEADINGS 

LIBRARY 
SUBJECT HEADINGS 

[Broad Terms (BT) to Narrow 
Terms (NT)] 

MUSEUM 
“TECHNIQUE” CLASSIFICATIONS 

[Broad Terms (BT) to Narrow 
Terms (NT)] 

NON PREFERRED TERMS 
[Researchers are referred from these 
terms to those listed in the Library and 

Museum columns]  
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FABRIC MANIPULATED 

LEVEL 3      

Pulled fabric – more 
complex – Ayrshire 
work 

Bc Ayrshire Embroidery Whitework 
Ayrshire Embroidery 

Whitework 
Ayrshire Embroidery 

Flowering 
Scottish Sewed Muslin 
Sewed Muslin 

Blind smocking - 
Californian 

Pt Smocking Smocking 
Blind Smocking 

Smocking 
Blind Smocking 

 

Ruching - various      

Casalguidi Bf Casalguidi Embroidery Whitework 
Casalguidi Embroidery 

Whitework 
Casalguidi Embroidery 

 

Schwalm Bs Schwalm Embroidery Whitework 
Schwalm Embroidery 

Whitework 
Schwalm Embroidery 

Schwalmer Weisstickerei 

 

LEVEL 4      

Free manipulation – 
millinery techniques 

     

Contemporary 
manipulated work 

O Contemporary Embroidery Contemporary Embroidery Contemporary Embroidery  

Sculptural and/or 
textural work 

     

Smocking – more 
complex 
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SUBJECT HEADINGS 
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[Researchers are referred from these 
terms to those listed in the Library and 

Museum columns]  
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FABRIC PERFORATED 

LEVEL 1      

Simple hem stitches Ab, Stitches Stitches 
Drawn Thread Work Stitches 

Hemstitch 

Stitches 
Drawn Thread Work Stitches 

Hemstitch 

 

Needle weaving on the 
drawn thread 

Bb Drawn Thread Work Whitework 
Drawn Thread Work 
Needleweaving 

Whitework 
Drawn Thread Work 
Needleweaving 

Net Weaving (Africa) 
Swedish Weaving 

Hardanger Bh Hardanger Whitework 
Hardanger 

Whitework 
Hardanger 

Hardangersom 
Norwegian Drawn-work 

Roman cutwork – no 
bars 

Ba Cutwork Whitework 
Cutwork 
Roman Cutwork 

Whitework 
Cutwork 
Roman Cutwork 

 

Eyelet work - cut Bk Eyelet Embroidery Whitework 
Eyelet Embroidery 

Whitework 
Eyelet Embroidery 

 

Sicilian cut and drawn – 
any type – small, 
simple motif 

Bb Drawn Thread Work Whitework 
Drawn Thread Work 
 

Whitework 
Drawn Thread Work 
 

Punto Tirato 
Sicilian Cut and Drawn Work 

Reticella - Greek or 
Italian - small, simple 
motif 

Bb Drawn Thread Work Whitework 
Drawn Thread Work 
Reticella 

Whitework 
Drawn Thread Work 
Reticella 

Antique Cut Work 
Cutwork, Reticella 
Italian Cutwork 
Reticella Cut Work Ba Cutwork Whitework 

Cutwork 
Reticella 

Whitework 
Cutwork 
Reticella 
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Museum columns]  
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FABRIC PERFORATED 

LEVEL 2      

Drawn thread 
embroidery - 
elementary 

Bb Drawn Thread Work Whitework 
Drawn Thread Work 

Whitework 
Drawn Thread Work 

Cut and Drawn Work 
Drawn-work 
Italian Cut and Drawn Embroidery 
Openwork 
Pulled Thread Work 
Punto Tirato 
Sicilian Cut and Drawn Work 

Madeira Work - or any 
eyelet work 

Ba Cutwork 
 

Whitework 
Cutwork 
Madeira Work 

Whitework 
Cutwork 
Madeira Work 

 

Bk Eyelet Embroidery Whitework 
Eyelet Embroidery 

Whitework 
Eyelet Embroidery 

Russian drawn thread 
embroidery 

Bb Drawn Thread Work Whitework 
Drawn Thread Work 
Russian Drawn Work 

Whitework 
Drawn Thread Work 
Russian Drawn Work 

 

Broderie Anglaise Bk Eyelet Embroidery Whitework 
Eyelet Embroidery 
Broderie Anglaise 

Whitework 
Eyelet Embroidery 
Broderie Anglaise 

 

Hedebo embroidery – 
any type 

Bm Hedebo Whitework 
Hedebo 

Whitework 
Hedebo 

 

Ladder work Bk Eyelet Embroidery Whitework 
Eyelet Embroidery 
Ladder Work 

Whitework 
Eyelet Embroidery 
Ladder Work 

Venetian Ladder Work 

Renaissance cutwork – 
bars only 

Ba Cutwork Whitework 
Cutwork 
Renaissance Cutwork 

Whitework 
Cutwork 
Renaissance Cutwork 

Renaissance Embroidery 
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FABRIC PERFORATED 

LEVEL 3      

Richelieu cutwork – 
bars and picots 

Ba Cutwork Whitework 
Cutwork 
Richelieu Cutwork 

Whitework 
Cutwork 
Richelieu Cutwork 

Richelieu Embroidery 
Richelieu Work 

Carrickmacross guipure Ba Cutwork Whitework 
Cutwork 
Carrickmacross Guipure 

Whitework 
Cutwork 
Carrickmacross Guipure 

 

Drawn thread – spiders 
and wheels 

Bb Drawn Thread Work Whitework 
Drawn Thread Work 

Whitework 
Drawn Thread Work 

 

Italian cut and drawn 
embroidery 

Bb Drawn Thread Work Whitework 
Drawn Thread Work 

Whitework 
Drawn Thread Work 

Cut and Drawn Work 
Drawn-work 
Italian Cut and Drawn Embroidery 
Openwork 
Pulled Thread Work 
Punto Tirato 
Sicilian Cut and Drawn Work 

Casalguidi embroidery Bf Casalguidi Embroidery Whitework 
Casalguidi Embroidery 

Whitework 
Casalguidi Embroidery 

 

Schwalm  Bs Schwalm Embroidery Whitework 
Schwalm Embroidery 

Whitework 
Schwalm Embroidery 

 

3-D drawn thread work      
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Museum columns]  

 

28 
 

FABRIC PERFORATED 

LEVEL 4      

Drawn thread work - 
complex 

     

Venetian cutwork – 
bars, picots and surface 
stitches 

Ba Venetian Cutwork Whitework 
Cutwork 
Venetian Cutwork 

Whitework 
Cutwork 
Venetian Cutwork 

 

Reticella – complex 
motifs 

     

Contemporary cutwork Ba Cutwork Whitework 
Cutwork 

Whitework 
Cutwork 

 

O Contemporary Embroidery Contemporary Embroidery Contemporary Embroidery  

Aemilia Ars La Needle Lace Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Needle Lace 
Aemilia Ars 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Needle Lace 
Aemilia Ars 

Bolognese Lace 

Punto in Aria edging La Needle Lace Lace 
Needle Lace 
Punto in Aria 

Lace 
Needle Lace 
Punto in Aria 
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FABRIC PIECED 

LEVEL 1      

Patchwork      

Crazy patchwork - 
simple 

Pp Crazy Patchwork Patchwork 
Crazy Patchwork 

Patchwork 
Crazy Patchwork 

 

Template patchwork  Pc Template Patchwork Patchwork 
Template Patchwork 

Patchwork 
Template Patchwork 

Patchwork, Template 

Strip patchwork - 
Seminole 

Pr Strip Patchwork Patchwork 
Strip Patchwork 
Seminole Patchwork 

Patchwork 
Strip Patchwork 
Seminole Patchwork 

 

Log cabin patchwork Pr Strip Patchwork Patchwork 
Strip Patchwork 
Log Cabin Patchwork 

Patchwork 
Strip Patchwork 
Log Cabin Patchwork 

 

Suffolk puffs Ps Suffolk Puffs Patchwork 
Suffolk Puffs 

Patchwork 
Suffolk Puffs 

 

 

Appliqué      

Applied work Pd Appliqué Appliqué Appliqué Applied Work 
Onlay 

Shadow appliqué Pg Shadow Appliqué Appliqué 

Shadow Appliqué 

Appliqué 

Shadow Appliqué 

 

Hawaiian appliqué Ph Hawaiian Appliqué Appliqué 

Hawaiian Appliqué 

Appliqué 

Hawaiian Appliqué 

Hawaiian Quilting 

Detached appliqué – 3-
dimensional 

Pd Detached Appliqué Appliqué 

Detached Appliqué 

Appliqué 

Detached Appliqué 

 

  



POINT OF THE STAR 

TECHNIQUES 

Styles of Embroidery 

LIBRARY CLASSIFICATIONS 
WITH 

SUBJECT HEADINGS 

LIBRARY 
SUBJECT HEADINGS 

[Broad Terms (BT) to Narrow 
Terms (NT)] 

MUSEUM 
“TECHNIQUE” CLASSIFICATIONS 

[Broad Terms (BT) to Narrow 
Terms (NT)] 

NON PREFERRED TERMS 
[Researchers are referred from these 
terms to those listed in the Library and 

Museum columns]  

 

30 
 

FABRIC PIECED 

LEVEL 2      

Patchwork      

Stained glass Pk Pieced Patchwork Patchwork 
Pieced Patchwork 
Stained Glass Patchwork 

Patchwork 
Pieced Patchwork 
Stained Glass Patchwork 

 

Block patchwork Pc Template Patchwork Patchwork 
Template Patchwork 
Block Patchwork 

Patchwork 
Template Patchwork 
Block Patchwork 

 

Folded star Pr Strip Patchwork Patchwork 
Strip Patchwork 
Folded Star Patchwork 

Patchwork 
Strip Patchwork 
Folded Star Patchwork 

 

 

Appliqué      

Inlay Pd Appliqué Appliqué 
Inlay Appliqué 

Appliqué 
Inlay Appliqué 

 

Felt/kid appliqué      

Asian appliqué -eg 
Khmer, Thai 

Rk 
etc 

Asia Appliqué 
[Look also for this term followed 
by country sub-headings] 

Appliqué  
[Look also for objects by 
country] 

 

 

LEVEL 3       

Patchwork      

Crazy patchwork      

Cathedral window Pk Pieced Patchwork Patchwork 
Pieced Patchwork 
Cathedral Window Patchwork 

Patchwork 
Pieced Patchwork 
Cathedral Window Patchwork 

 

 

Appliqué      

Beaded appliqué Pd Appliqué Appliqué 
Beaded Appliqué 

Appliqué 
Beaded Appliqué 

 

American appliqué Pd Appliqué Appliqué 
American Appliqué 

Appliqué 
American Appliqué 
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FABRIC PIECED 

LEVEL 4      

Patchwork      

Complex crazy 
patchwork 

     

Clamshell Pk Pieced Patchwork Patchwork 
Pieced Patchwork 
Clamshell Patchwork 

Patchwork 
Pieced Patchwork 
Clamshell Patchwork 

Fish Scale Patchwork 
Shell Patchwork 

 

Appliqué      

Net appliqué 
Carrickmacross - 
complex 

Lc Net Embroidery Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Net Embroidery 
Net Appliqué 
Muslin Appliqué 
Carrickmacross Appliqué 

Lace 
Needlemade Lace 
Net Embroidery 
Net Appliqué 
Muslin Appliqué 
Carrickmacross Appliqué 

Appliqué Lace 
 

 


