
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

66 ‘Awards for “The Chronicle” International Quilt Contest’, Chronicle, 8 September 1938, p.57; ‘S.A. 
Governor Sympathetic. Will Pay to Have Shack Lined’, Barrier Miner, 7 July 1938, p.6. 
67  ‘Old Mug’, Chronicle, 20 Oct 1938, p.56. 

 
 

Work in the Needlework section, 
Royal Adelaide Show, 1938. 
The cosy in the foreground of 
daffodil linen and appliqued 
mixed colour flowers won first 
prize. The silk frock was made 
by a 15-year old girl. The green 
and gold vase was hand-painted 
(Chronicle, 15 Sep 1938, p.71). 



 

The Chronicle Empire Flower Hooked Rag Rug (1939) 

In 1939 the Chronicle returned to an international theme: eighteen floral emblems of the 
British Empire to be worked as a 63 x 45 inch (160cm x 114cm) hooked rag rug. This was 
not an all-over pattern. There were 35 nine-inch squares, 18 depicting the flowers, with plain 
alternating squares. The winning rug, judged at the Royal Show, was by Miss S. Scottney 
Turbill.68

 
 

The first pattern for the hooked rag rug was the English rose (Chronicle, 2 March 1939, p.53) 
 
 
The hand-made rag rug had its own section at the Royal Show, with door mats, hearth rugs, 
and floor rugs, for which rag or wool could be used, in some classes with wool loops 
unclipped, or clipped to show the pile.69

 
 

Roses, tulips, hibiscus, blue bell, and iris (Chronicle, 8 September 1949. Detail) 
 

68  Advertiser, 5 September, 1939, p.6, where it is illustrated. 
69 ‘Many New Features for Women at Royal Show’, Advertiser, 9 May 1939, p.6. 

  An embroidered bowl of flowers (1949)  
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For more than a decade the Chronicle had published Needlework Hints, and Needlework 
Notes. It continued its campaign after the 1939-1945 War, and in April 1949 announced 
another embroidery competition, the Embroidered Bowl of Flowers, of the national flowers of 
all countries, attracting cash prizes and exhibition at the Royal Show in September.70

 

This first post-War handicraft competition run by the Chronicle for the Spring Royal Show 
was modest. It was more difficult to obtain suitable materials to work designs; yet even 
though newsprint was very scarce the paper intended to publish the six patterns life-size. 
The completed image of six different parts was to be 16 inches (40.6 cm) by 14 inches (35.4 
cm), suitable for the centre of a cushion, quilt, firescreen, or any application the craft worker 
wished to make. The prescription was that colour and two types of stitch only were to be 
used. Notification of entry was to be sent to the Royal Agricultural and Horticultural Society 
by 24 June and work forwarded to the Show grounds before the end of August. 

The first pattern was published on 21 April 1949 and the last section on 30 June. The judges 
at the Show were Misses H.M. Berndt and J. Larner. 

 

Full pattern for the Embroidered Bowl of Flowers (Chronicle, 19 May 1949, p.25) 
 
 

One nostalgic reader of 1949 remembered the beautiful pre-war quilt patterns, and although 
she did not work the complete set for a quilt, she ‘worked several of them on saddlecloths, 
cushions, and so on’, and had kept the bird and wildflower patterns. Her eyesight was not 
quite as good as it once was–‘one needs good eyes for fancywork’–but she intended to work 
some of the bowl of flowers, even though it was an ‘all or nothing’ pattern.71

 

 
 
 

70  Advertiser, 6 April 1949, p.10. 
71 ‘Blue Butterfly’, ‘Interest in the Competition’, Chronicle, 5 May 1949, p.28. 
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