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Three Little Pigs Quilt (1937) 
The Three Little Pigs quilt was simple enough, the Chronicle said, for a young 
needlewoman, while an expert could adorn the cover with elaborate stitchery. McKim 
Studios published this nursery rhyme pattern in the US in 1934. The Chronicle’s sketch of 
the quilt was for five kinds of material of different colours: 

 
 

51 ‘Bird Quilt Hints’, Chronicle, 8 March 1934, p.55. Forfar was named for the Scottish town with a 
major textile industry, especially jute preparation. 

The six pigs and house blocks and the border corners are flesh pink, the wolf black 
and certain appliques are brown, and the conversation blocks and border are of 
unbleached or natural shade. 

Crimson and blue appliques with white completed the colour scheme. The pigs could be in 
outline and the background blocks could be white or any desired colour.52 Again, initiative 
and skill determined the choices of the worker to bring alive this moral tale of ruse, 
deception, and common sense that had been told to children for more than a century. 

This had the most elaborate of all the quilt instructions, possibly because The Three Pigs 
was a copyright design that required exact following. 

Fifteen 9 inch blocks will complete the centre 27 x 45 inches, less seams. Border from 
the patterns will bring this up to about 40 x 58 inches, which is correct size for the 
larger size cot. 

… machine stitch all around every scallop, including the first stitching of your bias tape 
for the edge binding. Trim to an even seam width, about 3-16 inch, and whip back the 
bias by hand on the reverse side. Six yards of bias tape will bind the quilt in 40 x 60 
inch size. 

 
 
 

 
 

Pattern no. 1 

The first pattern was the Big Bad 
Wolf’s command to ‘Open the Door’. 
It ‘may be crayoned and outlined in 
running stitches, or bits of applique 
may be added.’ Quilters were told 
that the original colour scheme was 
of a blue ‘O’, blue outline stitch for 
the other letters, and a brown door 
(Chronicle, 4 March 1937, p.55) 
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The 15 nine inch blocks for the centre could be ‘embroidered, crayoned, appliqued or 
painted’ and would complete the centre, 27 x 45 inches, less seams. An interlining of heavy 
flannel or an old blanket, with a backing of any material preferred, could finish the quilt 
without hand-quilting. The three were to be basted together, every scallop was to be 
machine-stitched around, including the first stitching of the bias tape for the edge binding. 
Six yards of bias tape would bind the quilt of 40 x 60 inch size. The quilt could be 

 
 

52 ‘Make a Nursery Cot Quilt’, Chronicle, 25 February 1937, p.55. 
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inconspicuously tacked with thread at all block corners, or stretched and check quilted in the 
old-fashioned way. 

‘Sour Grapes’ recounted discovery of the Chronicle by her friend in Queensland; she made 
the Little Pigs quilt and was sorry the war put an end to the quilt competitions. She asked for 
the patterns previous to the Little Pigs, assuring any lender she would take the greatest care 
of them.53 ‘Knitter’ of the Mid North sent another reader the Farm Life Quilt patterns, that she 
had made a quilt from, and offered the wildflower and bird quilt patterns to others as she no 
longer had a use for them.54 In 1942 a reader asked if any person could supply her with the 
Little Pigs nursery quilt patterns. At the time it was published she did not take the Chronicle, 
and didn’t know the ‘joy’ she was missing.55

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

53 ‘Has Anyone the Farmyard Quilt Pattern?’, Chronicle, 20 August 1942 
54 ‘Note from a Quilt Maker’, Chronicle, 10 September 1942, p.27. 
55 ‘Battle of the Tobacco Buyer’, Chronicle, 10 September 1942, p.27. 

Pattern no. 12. The 
House of Sticks 
(Chronicle, 20 May 1937, 
p.53). 

The ‘house of sticks’ 
seems to be reversed in 
the full pattern published 
in the Chronicle. 
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McKim Studios. Three Little Pigs quilt with the Big, Bad Wolf in the centre. The 
recommended quilt size of nine inch squares with border was 40 inches (101.6 cm) wide by 
58 inches (147 cm) long, suitable for a larger size cot (Chronicle, 24 Une 1937, p.53). 

The scallop border pattern for the Three Little 
Pigs Quilt (Chronicle, 17 June 1937, p.53). 
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Patterns for the Three Little Pigs quilt, published March to May 1937 
1. Open the Door 
2. A Little Pig 
3. And Let Me in 
4. A violin-playing Little Pig 
5. Top of the Big Bad Wolf 
6. The bottom part of the villain, the Big Bad Wolf 
7. The ‘wise and careful’ pig who built in brick 
8. No! by the hair 
9. Of My Chin; the words of defiance hurled at the Wolf 
10. House of Straw 
11. Then I’ll Huff 
12. House of Sticks 
13. And I’ll Puff 
14. ‘the sturdy little home of bricks and stone’ 
15. I’ll blow your [house] in! 

 
(Link to <http://baltimorealbumquilts.com/Quilts%20Vintage/Three-Little-Pigs/pigs.htm>) 
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